
in correction of the article in question that, so far as it assumes
to speak for the Board of Commissioners of Charities and 'the
action they are to take to-day,' as to a specific for the cure of
drunkenness—to 'saddle the city with several thousand dollars
extra expense'—it is unfounded and unwarranted. So also is
the case as to ignoring the Medical Board. The same is true
as to taking the views of 'a young practitioner and Superin¬
tendent Murphy.' In making a trial of methods ascertained
to be of value by a respectable practicing physician of stand¬
ing in his profession, the object sought by the Board is to dis¬
cover, with all proper safe-guards whether suffering humanity,
in cases of misfortune and vicious habits, with apparently
irresistible appetite for liquor, may not be further assisted and
rescued in the domain of charity through the conscientious
discharge of duty by the Board of Charities of New York city.
If they can save the drunkard, the morphin fiend and the poor
unfortunate conspiring against his own safety and that of the
community, they believe it is their duty to do it, and that the
charitable public of New York will approve it and rejoice if it
shall be demonstrated a success. It is worth trying, at least,
and, believing this to be their duty, they have acted accord¬
ingly, but do not think 'there is no cure for drink.' So far
encouragement to warrant a reasonable doubt, without any
expenditure of money. It is a misrepresentation to say that
'the Commissioners paid certain patients to undergo the treat¬
ment without expressing any opinion on the merits of the
'cure' as not one cent has been paid to any one by the Com¬
missioners in connection with it, and the investigation as to
its character and effectiveness having been assigned to me by
the Board, it becomes imperative that I should make this
denial. It will perhaps take months before a final conclusion
will be reached in this investigation, which will be thorough,
fearless and honest, but the result will be duly given to the
public. [Signed] Jas. R. O'Beirne,

Commissioner of Charities, New York.
General O'Beirne, whom I am sure you know personally,

is a high minded and scholarly gentleman, incapable of a mean
act. Faithfully yours, Justitia.

Test for Albumin.
Traverse City, Mich., July 28, 1896.

To the Editor :\p=m-\Onpage 1094 of our Journal of May 30,
1896, I find a test for the detection of albumin in urine. The
reagent suggested contains sodium hypochlorite, a compound
known only in solution, and one that I believe can not be
obtained for use as indicated in the formula. If you know of
any way of preparing the reagent, will you be kind enough to
tell me how it is done? Yours very truly,

Guy L. Noyes, M.D.

Resigned his Editorship.
Chicago, Aug. 1, 1896.

To the Editor:\p=m-\Willyou kindly notify your readers that in
consequence of the intrusion of nostrum advertisements by the
publishers on the Medical Standard, the attempt to convert
this journal into a write up organ for nostrums and allied per-
formances, I have severed my connection therewith after an
editorial service of nearly ten years.

Very sincerely, Jas. G. Kiernan, M.D.
We are sorry to see that our valiant colleague has been

crowded out, but we hope to have an occasional article from
his trenchant pen in our Journal.\p=m-\Ed.

PUBLIC HEALTH.
Illinois State Board of Health.—Governor Altgeld has accepted

the resignation of Dr. William E. Quine of Chicago as member
of the Illinois State Board of Health, and appointed Dr. Edgar
P. Cook of Mendota to the vacancy.
Special Tuberculosis Committee.—The New York State Board of

Health at its meeting in Jamestown July 13 appointed two of
its members, the Hon. Owen Cassidy of Montour Falls and Dr.
Frederick W. Smith of Syracuse, a special tuberculosis com¬
mittee
Double Entente.—"Mike," said the superintendent, "there is

a dead dog reported in the alley between Illinois and Meridian
streets. I want you to look after its disposition." An hour
later the intelligent officer telephoned: "I have inquired
about the dog, and find that he had a very savage disposition."
—Indianapolis Journal.
Delaware County (Pa.) League of Health Boards.—The call which

has been issued for a meeting at Chester July 16, of the various
boards of health of Delaware County, was liberally responded
to. An organization was effected to promote sociality and the
interchange of views on sanitation. Dr. Isaac Crowther of
Chester was elected president, Dr. D. M. McMaster of Ridley
Park vice-president, and W. H. Flaville of Chester secretary
and treasurer.
The Monongahela Valley.—The Monongahela valley of Penn¬

sylvania is a complete wreck from Pittsburg to the head waters
of the Monongahela River. All kinds of crops have been
swept away, fences and outbuildings destroyed and scores of
cattle and stock drowned. Fruit trees were blown bare and
thousands of acres of oats, corn, etc., destroyed. To make the
matter worse the contents of vaults have been swept over the
low lands and will breed disease. Half-ripened fruit and all
kinds of vegetables line the river banks. It is reported that
the assistance of the State Board of Health will be asked to
destroy decomposing matter.
The Navy to Assist in Florida Quarantine.—Governor Mitchell

of Florida has appealed to the Navy Department for help in
protecting his State against the introduction of smallpox from
Cuba, where the disease is reported to be raging. Secretary
Herbert has accordingly telegraphed instructions to Captain
Crowninshield of the Maine, now at Key West, to aid the local
health authorities in the work of boarding steamers and
passing upon bills of health. The Maine will not long be kept
at this work, as orders have been given to the cruiser Mont¬
gomery, now at Tompkinsville, S. I., detaching her from
Admiral Bunce's squadron and sending her to Key West to
take the Maine's place in looking after filibustering expedi¬
tions and enforcing observance of quarantine regulations.
Ophthalmia Neonatorum in South Carolina.—In the above-named

State the following enactment was adopted and became law
on Feb. 25, 1896, and is applicable to all towns having a

population of one thousand or more : ".Be it enacted by the
General Assembly of the State of South Carolina, that should
one or both eyes of an infant become reddened or inflamed at
any time after birth, it shall be the duty of the midwife or
nurse or person having charge of said infant to report the
condition of the eyes at once to the local board of health of
the city or town in which the parents of the infant reside ; that
the Secretary of State shall cause a sufficient number of copies
of this act to be printed, and supply the same to health officers
and health committees, whose duty it shall be to furnish a

copy to each person who is known to act as midwife or nurse
in the cities or towns for which they have been appointed ; any
failure to comply with the provisions of this act shall be pun¬
ishable by a fine not to exceed 825 or imprisonment not to
exceed one month, or both."
Advice to Inmates of Public Institutions.—Dr. John Morris, one

of the Board of Managers of the Maryland Prisoners' Aid
Association, has prepared a circular of advice to the inmates of
public institutions, 3,000 copies of which have been printed
and one placed in every prisoner's cell in the State, including
reformatories male and female. The circular urges upon all
prisoners the necessity for cleanliness, moderation in diet, and,
above all, the avoidance of the practice of self-pollution. For
cure of the habit it recommends cleanliness of the body, sim¬
ple food, hard beds, abundance of fresh air and, more import¬
ant than all else, occupation of mind in some elevating study
or pursuit. Directions for the prevention and cure of many
minor ailments to which persons in confinement are subject,
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are given. Attention to the advice contained in the circular
would add much to the bodily comfort and mental tranquility
of ^the prisoners.
Staff of the German Hospital, Chicago.

—

The following are
the names of the members of the new medical staff : Surgery
—Christian Fenger, William Hessert, Weiler Van Hook, E. H.
Lee, Truman W. Miller consulting surgeon. Medicine—Gus¬
tav Fütterer, F. W. Rohr, J. H. Hoelscher, Otto T. Freer,
Gustav Hessert consulting physician. Gynecology—Fernand
Henrotin,William Doepp, Albert Goldspohn, Paul R. Welcker.
Ophthalmology--H. C. Welcker, F. C. Harnish, Boerne Bett-
mann consulting ophthalmologist. Laryngology and Rhinol-
ogy—Otto T. Freer. Obstetrics—P. R. Welcker.
Sanitary Plumbing for Toledo, Ohio.—Steps were taken at the

special meeting of the health board July 23, which will result
in a revolution in Toledo plumbing, sewerage and ventilation.
A new board was created, which will look after all plumbing
and see that it is done in accordance with the best sanitary
precautions. A new inspectorship of plumbing was made and
will be filled at an early date. The last Legislature provided
for the creation of a board of plumbing directors, whose duty
it is to examine all plumbers engaged in business in the city.
The examination is to be conducted upon the lines of qualifi¬
cation in sanitary work and house ventilation. An inspector
of plumbing is also to be appointed under the law, whose duty
is to examine all work under construction and report violations
of the plumbing ordinances to the board of health. He is
supreme in his position, and no work can be done, except in
repairs of leaks, without his permission. A penalty of from
$5 to $50 is provided for all violations of the regulations, and a
plumber's license can be revoked at any time for good cause.
Prevention and Cure of Seasickness.—Legrix has made a study

of seasickness for the last twenty-seven years and asserts that
all will be exempt if they follow his directions as given below.
First, as a preventive, take one or two}/, milligrampills of strych¬
nin (arsenate, sulphate or hyposulphite) every fifteen minutes
for an hour before the boat starts, five to ten pills in all, and lie
down. At the slightest symptom of uneasiness take every fif¬
teen minutes the following combination : One strychnin pill
as above, with two pills of % milligram hyosciamin extractive
and one pill of 1 milligram morphin (hydrobromate or hydro-
iodate). Twenty doses of this triple combination can be taken
if necessary without danger. To establish the cure, take at
night three 1 centigram podophyllin pills, with the triple com¬
bination above three times a day, for three or four days.
Keep the horizontal position as much as possible ; remain on
deck in the open air ; avoid pastry, acid candies and liquids.
Brucin can be substituted for the strychnin in the case of chil¬
dren from 4 to 7 years, given every half hour, with no mor¬

phin and the hyosciamin pills only three or four times a day.
Calomel should replace the podophyllin.—Address at the Tunis
Congress of the French A. A. S., April.
Differentiation of Pathogenic Bacteria in Suspected Waters.—Besson

states that the difficulties so often experienced in locating
pathogenic bacteria in waters supposed to contain them, are
due to the presence of other interfering bacteria, which pre¬
vent their development, as the development of the cholera
bacillus is retarded by the presence of certain other bacteria
in the intestines and in cultures. In analyzing water this fact
is of supreme importance, as the preventing bacteria conceal
the presence of the pathogenic microbes. Cultures of waters
near Tunis developed constantly and exclusively a red coccus,
resembling the micrococcus prodigiosus, which produced trimr
ethylamin and was fatal to rats and guinea pigs. But perse¬
vering with another medium, Metchnikoff' s gelo-pepto-salt
medium, at 100 degrees, three passages resulted in pure cul¬
tures of an unmistakable bacillus pyocyaneus, which never
showed at all on the plate cultures. Further investigation

disclosed the .prevalence of this bacillus everywhere around
Tunis, which may explain the fact that this region has always
been exempt from cholera although hygienic conditions cer¬

tainly invite it, as Kitasato and Metchnikoff have stated that
its presence retards the development of the cholera bacillus.
Besson urges the adoption of Metchnikoff's medium in the
analysis of waters ; it retards the growth of saprophytes until
the pathogenic bacteria have had time to develop. He also
commended Eisner's method of differentiating typhoid bacilli
as a valuable aid in analyzing waters. (See Journal, March 7,
page 493. )—From address at the Tunis Congress of the French,
A. A. S.
The Health of New York State in June.—The Bulletin of the

State Board of Health of New York reports the following sta¬
tistics for the month of June, 1896 : The reported mortality
for the month is 200 less than that of the preceding month,
but is 600 greater than that of June, 1895. The death rate for
the month was 16.85, against 17.50 in May and 19.30 in April,
that of June 1895, having been 16.10. The customary decrease
in the mortality is less than usual, the average daily mortality
for the month being in fact greater than inMay, 311 against 308,
that for June the past ten years having been 285. Of the 9,342
deaths 37.0 per cent, occurred under the age of 5 years, and
18.3 per cent, were from zymotic diseases. More than half of
the deaths of this class, and nearly 10 per cent, of the total
mortality were from diarrheal diseases. The diarrheal mor¬
tality of June is very variable, some years the number being
less than 500 and others over 1,000, because of the varying
earliness of commencement of the summer increase. This
month there were 900 deaths, or about 250 more than the
average. In the Maritime district 12.5 per cent, of the totalmortality was from this cause, and in the Lake Ontario and
Western districts 9.0 per cent., but in the more rural parts of
the State it constituted but from 2.0 to 4.0 per cent, of the
total mortality. From all other zymotic diseases respectively
there were fewer deaths than in May. From consumption
there were 1,100 deaths, which is above the average for the
month. Acute respiratory diseases decreased one-half from
May, a saving of 600 in the number of deaths, less than 10 per
cent, of the total mortality being from this cause against 15.5
per. cent, in May. There is an increase in the reported mor¬
tality from diseases of the digestive system, which always
varies with the diarrheal mortality. Deaths from all other
local diseases are less than in May. Next to November, June
is the healthiest month of the year in this State. The average
mean barometer was 29.96, the relative humidity 71 per cent,
and the average temperature for the entire State 69 degrees,
or 2 degrees above the normal ; there was an average rainfall
of 3 inches, a slight deficiency. The prevailing wind was
southwest.
Health Report.—The following health reports have been

received in the office of the Supervising Surgeon-General,
Marine-Hospital Service :

SMALLPOX—FOREIGN.
Barcelona, June 1 to 30, 35 deaths.
Bombay, June 23 to 30, 13 deaths.
Buda-Pesth, July 8 to 15, 2 cases.
Calcutta, June 13 to 20, 1 case.
Callao, June 28 to July 5, 10 cases.
Genoa, July 11 to 18, 1 case.
Havanna, July 9 to 16, 23 deaths.
Licata, July 4 to 11, 4 deaths.
Madras, June 19 to 26, 3 deaths.
Odessa, July 4 to 11, 11 cases, 3 deaths.
St. Petersburg, July 4 to 11, 14 cases, 4 deaths.
Warsaw, June 27 to July 4, 2 deaths.
Yokohama, June 19 to 26, 2 cases, 1 death.

CHOLERA.
Bombay, June 23 to 30, 19 deaths.
Calcutta, June 13 to 20, 29 deaths.

YELLOW EEVER.
Acapulco, July 11 to 18, 1 case.
Havanna, July 9 to 23, 115 cases, 46 deaths.
Matanzas, July 15 to 22, 100 cases, 54 deaths.
Sagua la Grande, July 11 to 18, 65 cases, 8 deaths.
Note.—The report of 7 deaths each in Warsaw and St.

Petersburg from yellow fever, in last week's Journal, should
read 7 deaths each from smallpox.
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